PREFACE T0 THIS EDITION

These seven lectures were originally prepared in connection
with the school of the elders in Kirtland, Ohio, and were subse-
quently published as part of the 1835 Doctrine and Covenants.
They were maintained as an integral portion of that book until
the 1921 edition, when they were removed on the basis that
“they were never presented to nor accepted by the church as
being otherwise than theological lectures or lessons.”

While never having been approved by the church as a
canonical element of scripture, their value has been praised by
many and they continue to hold a position of unique interest
among Latter-day Saint scholars. Many of the ideas presented in
these lectures offer wonderful insights into the restored
doctrines of the gospel and the centrality of the role of Christ as
the Savior of mankind.

Opver the years, an ongoing scholarly debate has actempted
to discern the lectures’ author. Many have desired to attribute
the writing to Joseph Smith, either directly or under his
careful approval. But while it is clear that the Prophet gave his
consent to the 1835 publication, it is a far more complicated
matter to determine his level of involvement in or acceprance
of the lectures themselves. There is strong evidence to indicate
that at least the majority of the writing was undertaken by
Sidney Rigdon, who was then a member of the First
Presidency. His voice and philosophical approach to logical
exposition resonate throughout the lectures, providing the
modern reader with a fascinating firsthand view of what it
may have been like to attend the school of the elders and
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receive instruction under the powerful tutelage of the early
leaders of the Church.

In this edition, we have made minor changes in spelling and
punctuation and have included the scriptural citations within
the text for easier reference.



LECTURE FirTH

1. In our former lectures we treated of the being, character,
perfections, and arttributes of God. What we mean by perfec-
tions is, the perfections which belong to all the attributes of his
nature. We shall, in this lecture, speak of the Godhead—we
mean the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2. There are two personages who constitute the great, match-
less, governing, and supreme power over all things, by whom all
things were created and made, that are created and made,
whether visible or invisible, whether in heaven, on earth, or in
the earth, under the earth, or throughout the immensity of
space. They are the Father and the Son—the Father being a
personage of spirit, glory, and power, possessing all perfection
and fullness, the Son, who was in the bosom of the Father, a
personage of tabernacle, made or fashioned like unto man, or
being in the form and likeness of man, or rather man was
formed after his likeness and in his image; he is also the express
image and likeness of the personage of the Father, possessing all
the fullness of the Father, or the same fullness with the Father;
being begotten of him, and ordained from before the foundation
of the world to be a propitiation for the sins of all those who
should believe on his name, and is called the Son because of the
flesh, and descended in suffering below that which man can
suffer; or, in other words, suffered greater sufferings, and was
exposed to more powerful contradictions than any man can be.
But, notwithstanding all this, he kept the law of God, and
remained without sin, showing thereby that it is in the power of
man to keep the law and remain also without sin; and also, that
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by him a righteous judgment might come upon all flesh, and
that all who walk not in the law of God may justly be
condemned by the law, and have no excuse for their sins. And he
being the Only Begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth,
and having overcome, received a fullness of the glory of the
Father, possessing the same mind with the Father, which mind is
the Holy Spirit, that bears record of the Father and the Son, and
these three are one; or, in other words, these three constitute the
great, matchless, governing and supreme power over all things;
by whom all things were created and made that were created and
made, and these three constitute the Godhead, and are one; the
Father and the Son possessing the same mind, the same wisdom,
glory, power, and fullness—filling all in all; the Son being filled
with the fullness of the mind, glory, and power; or, in other
words, the spirit, glory, and power, of the Father, possessing all
knowledge and glory, and the same kingdom, sitting at the right
hand of power, in the express image and likeness of the Father,
mediator for man, being filled with the fullness of the mind of
the Father; or, in other words, the Spirit of the Father, which
Spirit is shed forth upon all who believe on his name and keep
his commandments; and all those who keep his commandments
shall grow up from grace to grace, and become heirs of the heav-
enly kingdom, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ; possessing the
same mind, being transformed into the same image or likeness,
even the express image of him who fills all in all; being filled
with the fullness of his glory, and become one in him, even as
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one.

3. From the foregoing account of the Godhead, which is
given in his revelations, the saints have a sure foundation laid for
the exercise of faith unto life and salvation, through the atone-
ment and mediation of Jesus Christ; by whose blood they have a
forgiveness of sins, and also a sure reward laid up for them in
heaven, even that of partaking of the fullness of the Father and
the Son through the Spirit. As the Son partakes of the fullness of
the Father through the Spirit, so the saints are, by the same
Spirit, to be partakers of the same fullness, to enjoy the same









